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Wikis
• What is a wiki?
• The first wiki
• Wikipedia as one example of a wiki



Wikipedia

• Over 4 million articles 
• Over 100 language editions
• 17th most popular website







Wikis & Blogs
Wikis:

– collaborative and collective
– can be corrected by anyone
– content less likely to be stale
– free structure

Blogs:
– reverse-chronological structure
– not usually updated or corrected later
– individual voice



Wikimedia Foundation
Non-profit organization which manages:

– Wikipedia
– Wiktionary
– Wikibooks
– Wikinews
– Wikisource
– Wikiquote



Wikia, Inc.
Expanding the model of Wikipedia

• All types of content
• Written by communities 
• Freely licensed 
• Freely hosted
• Openly editable



MediaWiki
Powers all Wikimedia and Wikia projects

• A tool for collaboration
• Open source
• Powerful wiki engine



Adding Content
• Simply edit and save
• WIKIWYG
• File uploads
• Templates for standard texts



Collaborating
• Editable
• Tracking of changes

– Page histories
– Watchlists
– Recent changes
– RSS feeds

• Discussion pages for articles and editors
• Forum-like features



Navigation
• Categories
• Automatic tables of content
• Backlinks
• Built-in search engine



Your Own Wiki
Why not start a wiki for yourself, your community, 

your department, or company?
• Setting goals 
• Choosing a wiki engine
• Training users
• Maintaining your wiki

Try it out!
http://conferences.wikia.com/wiki/iX
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